he Gospel Herald, 
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“ Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 





yoL. I. NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 1821. NO. 16. 
For tHe Gosprt Henan. jis the first verse of the next chapter. But it will 
Mr. Eprror—On last Sunday evening I was) be seen that it is in the same paragraph, and has 
present at the Rev, Mr. Frey's church, in Vande-| been separated from the rest by the modern method 
water-street, and heard the Rev. Hooper Cum-| of dividing the Bible into chapter and verse. 
ming, of Albany, preach. You, no doubt, have Mr. C. however, did not like the scripture ex- 
He is the| planation. He was ashamed of the words of Christ. 
He endeavoured to prove what it was to be 
ashamed of Christ; and in fact he did sometimes 
stumble upon the truth. He said it was in deny- 
| ing the Scripture, in attempting to misrepresent the 
true meaning of it—in professing to believe it, but 
not obeying its commands, or cherishing its spirit ; 
in believing the doctrines and traditions of men, 
if be thought he deserved to be damned. Major rather than the gospel of Christ, that men show 
B. he say's, answered this question in the affirma-|that they are ashamed of him and of his words! 
tive; and then Mr. C. inferred that he would be; And bere Mr. C. (if I may be allowed the expres- 
Can that man be a follower of the meek | sion)burst _into a fit of oratory. The Arminians 
| who go about to establish a righteousness of their 
own, not submitting themselves unto the righte- 
ousness of Christ, were ashamed of him—those 
vain philosophers, the Socinians, who would rob 
him of his divinity, were ashamed of him; and 
the perversions, the falsehoods, and the DAMNABLE 
MISREPRESENTATIONS Of UNIVERSALISTS, show that 
they are ashamed of Christ.* (I think these were 
Mr. C.’s words precisely, if they are not they are 
very simiiar, and of the same import.) And what 
shall be the end of these heretics? Here he very 
properly threw his Bible behind him, and implo- 
state ? red his audience to behold Jesus Christ seated oa 
Mr. C’s text last Sunday evening was, “ Whoso-|a throne of glory. He who once came on earth 
ever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my | "ot to destroy, but to save, now invested with the 
words, in this adulterous and sinful generation, of| powers of a judge. Before Him stand the whole 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed when| congregated world, and at bis Almighty fiat a sepa- 
he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy | ration takes place ; some move to the right and 
angels.” As soon as he had read his text, be shut|some to the left. He casts his eyes, smiling with 
his Bible, which I think was a consistent act; for| love and mercy, on those on the right, and says— 
had he looked there for proof of his general re-| Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
marks he would have looked in vain; therefore,| dom prepared for you. While Fe were on earth 


» he ; - 
it was well that the sacred Volume was shut! > Note by the Editor. We are informed by some, 
throughout the whole sermon. Perhaps he was! who were likewise present, that the Rev. H. C. 
airaid that his eye might light on the next verse to| said, the “« Damnable misrepresentations of the ty- 
the one which he read, and which every candid | ING Universalists ! a We, wee ys Ay 
reader wi ie a . -|no disposition to revile again. We consider 

b wabtecg anney ledge proves the méesing of man, and sensible that he knew little better, than 
the text to be as different from what Mr. C. stated, |; use this slanderous language, recommend for bis 


as light is from darkness, or good from evil; and perusal, James iii. 13th to isth verses inclusive. 
it is only necessary to read this verse to be con-| We ure likewise informed, that » Universalist, who 
vinced—* And be said unto them, verily, I say|“** present, accosted Mr. C. byt leaving eo 
unto you, that there be { thten thet sliind eharch, and respectiully requested the taveur 

y . me o = an interview with him, for half an hour, the tol- 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they have lowing morning. Mr. C. asked him, What church 


seen the kingdom of God come with power.” Who|do you belong to?” The nat me 
will doubt that th : . mn . “ To the Christian Universa urc ” r. C, 
ee ee eoke of wens then replied—* I want no conversation with you!” 


to take place before some who stood wit! him bad We would recommend to Mr. C. the perusal of 
ested death ? The text is in the eighth chapter of! 9 number of sermons, delivered by himself, at Al 
Mark, and last verse, The verse that I have quoted, | bany, against evil speaking. 


beard of this celebrated Clergyman. 
sme who was tried by an Ecclesiastical Court, 
formed by the Presbytery of this state, and the re- 
sult was excommunication. He was the man who 
visited Major Birdsall, (who was shot at Albany 
three or four years ago) on his dying bed. In the 
interview he had with this unfortunate man, ac- 
cording to his own public statement, he asked him 





saved ! 
and lowly Jesus, who would ask a fellaw-mortal 
such a question, when he was suffering indescriba- 
ble pain? Is there any such thing commanded ~ 
Scripture ? Did Christ, when he hung on the cross, 
ask the unbelieving thief, who was soon to expire,| 
if he was willing to be damned to all eternity? 
And if it was necessary, would not the Lord of life 
and glory have done it? O, is not such language 
toa dying man contrary to the spirit of the Serip- 
tures? outrageous to those sympathetic feelings 
which our Heavenly Father has implanted in us, 
and a disgrace to human nature even in its worst 
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ye lost your lives for my sake, but your souls shall 
live in bliss ior ever. You have not been ashamed 
of me, | am not ashamed of you, enter into the 
joys of my kingdom. And then, with a frown, 
the indignant Judge turns to those on his left hand. 
His very trown, Mr. C. said, caused a hell in those 
who observed it. Ye are my enemies—ye have 
saved your life on earth, ye shall lose your souls 
in hel.-fire. Ye have been ashamed of me, I will 
be ashamed of you; ye have reviled me, I will 
revile you ; ye bave mocked at me, L will mock at 
you. Depart into bell, and there with the devil 
and his angels reap your doom in that fiery lake 
where smiling hope can never, never come ! 

O what a picture! and yet, Mr. Editor, the half 
bas not been told. It is as true, as it is that there 
is a God, that if this explanation is correct, Mr. C. 
will be found on the left hand. He has perverted 
the words of Scripture. In his prayer, preceding 
bis sermon, he thanked God that we had fallen on 
good limes, that Missionary Societies, Bible Socie- 
ties, and Tract Societies, were extending the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom far and wide ; and that Christ 
was the propitiation for the sins of the whole be- 
lieving world. Now there is nothing like this in 
the word of God. It says, he “is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sin of 
the whole world.” This man was ashamed of the 
words of Christ. Ashamed to acknowledge that 
his feliow-mortals, whom he would consign to 
endless burnings, were “ members of the body of 
Christ, who is the head of erery man—that Christ 
tasted death for every man, and that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.” 

Ido not make these remarks to gratify any feel- 
ing of enmity toward Mr. Cumming ; for I have 
none to gratify. I am bound to regard all man- 
kind as my brethren, children of one Almighty 
Father, recipients of the bounties of one Almighty 
Preserver, and heirs to the kingdom of one Al- 
mighty Saviour. May these lines meet with Mr. 
C.'s eyes—may he ask his own heart, whether be 
is nol ashamed of the words of Christ, who said, 
“ the words I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life.” May he be brought to the know- 
ledge vi the truth, and be among the number of 
those who are specially saved ; for “ God is the Sa- 
viour of all men, especially of them who believe.” 

May he believe with St. Paul, that Christ gave 
bimself a ransom for ail ; and may he rejoice with 
the prophet Iseiah, that “the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs, 
aad »verlasting joy upon their head, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away.” 

A Youre Usiversatist. 
REMARAS. 

We think the conduct of those clergymen bigh- 
ly ropretensible, who avail themselves of the op- 
porinnity, granted them by courtesy in their pulpits 
on tne sabbath, of slandering and vilifying others, 
aad then, refusing, even to hear the aggrieved 


parties. We think the strong and indignant ¢;. 
pression of disapprobation from numbers (Who, by 
the way, are not Universalists,) who heard Mr ( 
as above stated, is a proper comment on his crow 
philippic! For ourselves, we are so much usej 
to this snarling declamation, that we regard ;; 
with the utmost composure! Our advice to 4; 
C. therefore, is, “ Go and sin no more.” 
——— 
ComMUNICATED. 
From the Connecticut Herald. 
“But then I sigh! and with a piece of scripture 
Tell them, that God bids us do good for eyil, 
And thusI clothe my naked villany 
With old odd ends, stol'a forth of Holy Writ, 
And seem as saint, when most I play the devil.” 

Mankind are easily deceived by pretences.— 
Few possess a knowledge of human nature; and 
the greater part of those who can discriminate, 
are generally prevented by indolence, timidity, of 
the love of popularity, from exposing vice when it 
assumes the garb of virtue. The rest, content 
with following the current, never trouble them- 
selves about its direction. Thus we either prac 
tise frauds, or consent that they may be practised 
If we can only avoid the flame it is enough ; we 
seldom venture to burn our fingers by attempting 
to drag others from it. In a world where hypoc- 
risy is worth so much, and may be exercised with 
such impunity ; where counterfeit virtue is more 
current than sterling sincerity ; it is not surprising 
that subtlety and craft should combine success{ul- 
ly against independence and integrity. Man isa 
selfish being; and the majority will ever pursue 
their interest, however crooked the paths through 
which they must travel. How many, who pass 
as pious Christians in Europe, would be good Ma- 
hometans in Africa? The fable of truth and false- 
hood contains an excellent moral. They are re- 
presented as going into the same bath. Falsehood 
came out of the water first, and slipping on the 
vesture of Truth, escaped, leaving her companion 
in astate of nudity. The author leaves us to 
draw this natural inference, that most persons 
would be shocked at the advances of the naked 
damsel ; and being easily deceived by the appear- 
ance of Falsehood in her stolen dress, readily fol- 
low her counsels: So that, in the end, connecting 
the strongest allurements with greater industry 
and cunning, she must have the greater number of 
votaries. 

We need not go back to the days of pagan su- 
perstition, or advert to the history of modern idol- 
atry, to show what enormities can be practised 
by men who pretend to superior sanctity of cha- 
racter. Adoration for the Omnipotent, and the 
desire of obtaining eternal happiness, are coeval 
with our being: And as ninety-nine of an hundred 
are better able and more willing to believe than 
to examine, to obey than to question, there is no 
difficulty in convincing them, that austerity end 
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smonymous. The exalted ideas entertained of 
Deity, and the respect paid to every religion, im- 

san imposing and almost a resistless influence 
to those who profess a knowledge of the one, or 
have even the appearance of conforming to the 
dictates of the other. No power is so great and 


extensive, as that which can be exercised over the 


mind by such professors. Consequently, there is 
none more dangerous. 

The bounty on Hypocrisy in religion, is higher 
than can be found for any thing else. The cer- 
winty of success, the reward of talents, the love 
of distinction, the improbability of detection, pre- 
so many allurements to pride, avarice, and 


sent 
ambition. With such a prospect in view, where 


isthe knave or the unprincipled man, who would 
hesitate to adopt the means which lead to such 
golden ends ? He has only to look grave, profess 
much, choose the “ uppermost seats in the syna- 
gogue, and for a pretence make long prayers:"— 
and he will obtain applause, have “ greetings in 
the market-place,” acquire public confidence, and 
_—make money. Of such men beware. They 
are wolves in sheep’s clothing, and deceive many. 
Against the open, barefaced villain, we are guard- 
ei. But theclass of which I here speak, resemble 
the midnight assassin or the crafty savage, who 
gives no notice of his design; and is never better 
prepared to stab you, than when he smiles, or is 
expressing great solicitude for your welfare. They 
are ready, on all occasions, to minister ghostly 
consolation ; rebuke without mercy ; quote Scrip- 
ture in conversation; have a wonderful abhor- 
rence of those whom they wish to represent as in 
the bond of iniquity; publish their charities on 
the house-top ; talk loudly about piety and grace ; 
are overflowing with zeal; and grieve piteously 
for every one’s sins, but their own. They wear 
long faces, “ enlarge the borders of their phylacte- 
ties,” and worship as though the Almighty were 
better pleased with sour looks, bold pretensions, 
and lofty carriage, than with “an humble voice, 
a broken spirit, and a contrite heart.”. They thank 
God, that they pray often, give alins to be seen of 
men,and are not like publicans and sinners.—- 
Avoiding the company of all whom interest, or 
fear, or hatred, induces them to denounce as un- 
believers ; they wrap themselves in the mantle of 
self-righteousness ; and from the throne of spirit- 
ual pride, seem to look down with sovereign con- 
tempt on sublunary things. Yet, if you will ob- 
serve them closely, it will be seen that no men are 
more aaxious in the pursuit of worldly wealth ; 
no men are more careful of their pence; no men 
make better bargains ; no men think more of rich- 
es, and honour, and profit. They will pray for 
you to-day, and cheat you to morrow. Professing 
a regard for your soul, they can, with greater 
ease, ruin your reputation. In short, they are pre- 
cisely the same sort of animals, as are noticed in 
Scripture, under the appellation of “ scribes, Pha- 
tisees, and hypocrites.” Their professious are as 
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hollow ; their practice is the same ; their heart, 
their desires, and lusts, are the same; but their 
numbers have multiplied a milliow-fold, to answer 
the demands of the market, and their influence 
has increased with their numbers. 

Even fashion has contributed to establish for 
them akind of temporal dominion ; and language 
has been perverted to assimilate their names to 
their characters. Without being Christians, they 
emphatically style themselves Professors. Ming- 
ling with the humble followers of the lowly Jesus, 
they deceive the public by “outward show ;” 
blind the credulous; fleece their neighbours, and 
bring a lasting scandal on the church of Christ.— 
They are the greatest enemies of the true Religion, 
because they are continually breaking down the 
line of distinction between Christians and infidels. 
Like counterfeit bills, the vulgar cannot easily 
distinguish them. Private life alone can evidence 
the sinceripy of the heart, and the blessed effects 
of faith. 

Do not believe, without trying, any man whose 
professions are loud; who condemns, without 
scruple, all that are not as he is, The real Chris- 
tian is silent, humble, meek, forbearing, charitable, 
unassuming ; averse to disputation ; of no preten- 
sions ; opposed to backbiting, railing, and scorn; 
of long suffering, and of great goodness. He 
loves his neighbour as himself; and will not stop 
to inquire the creed of him that has fallen “among 
thieves,” before he administers oil and wine, and 
pours the balm of consolation into his wounded 
spirit. He will never “first cast a stone.” But 
he will rather go out into the wilderness, in search 
of a lost sheep ; and when he has found him, will 
place him on his shoulder, and tenderly bear him 
to the fold rejoicing. HIS TREASURE IS NOT 
HERE; for HE SEEKS HIS REWARD IN 
HEAVEN! 

ie 
TO THE PUBLIC. 

To a Christian community we would hope it is 
superfluous to say any thing on the Divine author- 
ity and obligation of the sabbath. When the Om- 
nipotent and all-wise Creator had finished the 
work of creation, he instituted’ this day's rest— 
When he brought up Israel out of Egypt, he en- 
forced the observance of it by considerations well 
adapted to unfold its nature and evince its impor- 
tance, both as it respects the life that now is, and 
that which is to come. When he published his 
law from Sinai, he gave the obligations of this 
day a prominent place in that unchangeable rule 
of moral daty. Itis now nearly eighteen centu- 
ries since he set forth the sabbath as the memori- 
al of anevent ever memorable to the true Israel 
of God; when after having “ spoiled principali- 
ties and powers,” his own co-equal Son rose in 
triumph over death, and bore away from the grave 
its victory. 

How the sabbath is to be sanctified, no impar- 
tial inquirer can doubt, who is prepared to aban- 
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don his own thoughts and fancies, and make an 
entire surrender of his opinions to the supremacy 
of God's word. Whatever diversity of sentiment 


® there may be on points of conduct of minor con- 


sequence, and of a more retired character, there 
are a multitude of flagrant violations of this Holy 
Day, which mast have arrested the attention of 
every sober citizen. We allude to such lamentable 
infringements as are authorized in our markets— 
as are tolerated in not a few of our groceries and 
fruit-shops—as furce themselves upon our view in 
pleasure gardens—a;> allure our youth in the hous- 
es of public en(ertainment, in the surburbs of the 
city—as are connected with our livery stables— 
as float upon our streams in parties of pleasure-- 
as infest the streets of ill fame—and as have re- 
éently met our eyes in our daily newspapers.— 
Such abominations we have no doubt might have 
received encouragement in Sodom ; but alas! that 
they should find advocates in the city of New- 
York. 

This sacred day is one of heaven's selectest 
gifts toman. Itcomes down from God, fraught 
with such rich and perpetual blessings to this ru- 
ined world, that none but the enemies of God and 
man can disregard it. We cannot but consider it 
as the benevolent preserver of our personal com- 
forts and worldly interests; as the faithful guar- 
dian of our civil rights; as the established friend 
of peace and good order; as the great means of 
knowledge and morality, of holiness and salva- 
tion ; as the salt of the earth, and the light of the 
world. It is the day which the virtuous part of 
the bumian family set apart for the solemn and 
grateful remembrance and celebration of the 
method of mercy by Jesus Christ, which opens 
afresh the communication between earth and 
heaven, aad on which the ascended Redeemer has 
commanded his blessing, even life for evermore. 
To the unreserved sanctification of this day we 
feel bound by most sacred obligations. The 
Great God has said, “‘ Remember the sabbath-day 
to keep it holy.” No considerations of pleasure 
or interest may be set in opposition to this plain 
and peremptory precept. “ Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my word,” saith Jehovah, 
* shall never pass away.” Fellow citizens, we fear 
the anger of the living God for this habitual viola- 
tion of bis holy day. “ Strong is his hand, and 
high is his right hand.” 
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there can be concert among every other class of 
men except Christians, and for every other m 
pose except resisting iniquity. “Who is be tha 
will harm you if ye be followers of that which j, 
good *” No man is injured by doing his duty 

The design of this address is to inform our {,. 
low-citizens that a public meeting will be beld op 
Wednesday the 25th inst. at 5 o'clock in the after 
noon, at the Ciiy-Hall, for the purpose of deyis. 
ing measures to prevent the profanation of the 
Lord's day; and to invite the attendance of qj) 
the Friends of Religion and Morality. 

Signed in bebulf of a meeting of Clergy ang 
Laymen, 

Henry Rvteers, Chairman, 
Wa. W. Puutips, Sec'ry. 

(New- York Gazette ) 
REMARKS. 

We repeat our often made declaration, that we 
hate no disposition to offend: but if truth will of. 
fend, we must offend! We are determined not « to 
call good evil, or evil good; straight crooked, or 
crooked straight.” When we speak, with God's 
assistance, it shall be TRUTH. 

The above address to the public is a fissue of wy 
qualified falsehood. (Not misrepresentation. That 
would be a name no way appropos.) It is de- 
clared in the first paragraph, “ When the Omnipo- 
tent and all-wise Creator had finished the work of 
Creation, He instituted this day's rest.” Again. 
“ When he published his law from Sinai, he gave 
the obligations of this day a prominent place 
in that UNCHANGEABLE rule of moral duty.” 
We ask, is there any meaning in these words? 
If so, what do they mean? What day is here 
spoken of, and alluded to? ITs it the first day? 
or is it the seventh day ? Didthat “ UNCHANGEA- 
BLE rule of moral duty” declare, that the first day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God ? Has this “Us- 
CHANGEABLE rule” now allered? And are we 
now to declare, that the first day is the seventh 
day ? or, that the “ uncuancEasBLe rule” has fall- 
en to the ground? Did not that “ uncHANGEABLE 
rule declare, “ the SEVENTH day is the Sab- 
bath 2” But, adds this address, “Itis now nearly eigh- 
leen centuries since he set forth the Sabbath as the 
memorial of an event ever memorable to the /rve 
Israelof God’ We ask, ts this Sabbath, which, 
“ nearly eighteen centuries since was set forth,” &c. 
the same sabbath, which “ He instituted at the cre- 





What affects us is, the profanation of the Lord's 


day is a growing evil. Ten years ago New-York! 
would have shuddered at enormities with which | 


ation?” and gave a prominent place in that vs- 
CHANGEABLE rule,” &c.? Can you have the har- 
dihood to assert, and again repeat, this barefaced 


she is now peaceably familiar. Vice has a down- | falsehood ? We ask you for your authority for 


ward course. All the tendencies of our nature 
are on that side the question. If we can sluin- 
ber amid the cry of existing abominations, we 
shall slumber for a great while to come. The 
best season for exertion is now. Let us not sieep 
till God and posterity curse us. 

All that is necessary is, that the friends of good 
order do their duty—and let it not be said that 





these declarations? and we teil you, that the 
Scriptures, on which you pretend to depend for 
evidence, &c. are against you. 

In the second paragraph, after enumerating the 
horrible crimes which are committed in this city 
on the Sabbath, (i. e. the first day of the week} 
not the seventh day) such as eating fruil—sailing 
on the waters, &c. itis declared, “ Such aboming 
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sont we have nO doubt might have received en- 
 acement in Sodom,’ &c. Now we think it 
—_ per to inform these officious guardians 
= pene virtue, that the Scripture declares, 


(See Ezek. svi.) that the Israelites, the peculiar 


people of God, committed grealer abominations 

than the Sodomites—“ As I live, saith the Lord 

God, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her 

uughters, as thowt bast done,” &c. “ Thou also, 

wich bast judged thy sisters, bear thine own 
shame, for thy sins that thou hast committed more 
slominable than they.” Please to remember, that 
ton jsraelites were just the people you would 
guke the inhabitants of this city to be! They 
eat no fruit, &e. on the sabbath. Observed one 
day in the week, and served themselves the remain- 
ing sir! The reason assigned for taking away; 
by death, the Sodomites, that “ They were haughty,” 
that “pride—fulness of bread, and abundance of 
idleness was in ber and in her daughters, neither did 
she strengthen the hands of the poor and needy,” 
would, if applied now to some of our clergymen, 
cweep them with the besom of destruction from off 
the earth “Is it such a fast that | have cho- 
vn? A day fora man to afflict his soul? ds 
to bow dowa his head as a bulrush, and to 
yeead sackcloth and ashes under him? Wilt 
thou call this a fast and an acceptable day unto the 
Lord? Js not this the fast that I have chosen? 
to loose the bands of wickedness—to undo the 
heary burdens, and to let the oppressed go free— 
and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry—and that thou bring the poor 
that are cast out to thy house ?” (not pamper cler- 
gymen—persecute and despise the poor—and op- 
press all, whom you ean by fair or foul means en- 
tangle in your snares!) “ when thou seest the na- 
hed, that thou cover him—and that thon hide not 
thyself from thine own flesh ?” Isa. Iviii. “ Be it 
known unto you, that Christ is the head of every 
man; we are members one of another. God hath 
wade of one blood all nations—call no man father 
upon the earth, for ene is your Fathefwhich is in 
heaven.” Therefore, if ‘you hide yourself from any 
man, you hide yourself from your own flesh! 

In their third paragraph, the Rev. authors of this 
address declare, speaking of the first day of the 
week, “ We cannot but consider tt as the benevo- 
lent preserver of our personal comforls and WoRLD- 
LY InTEREsTs,” &c. Now we believe these cler- 

*gymen told the truth. This day, to them alone, 
is, ina strict sense, the preserver of their personal 
comforts, and worldly interests!!!” It secures to 
them their enormous salaries—secures to them an 
opportunity to threaten, without fear of contradic- 
tion, fire and brimstone without end, to all who will 
not put their shoulders to the wheel, and tug, and 
labour, and sweat, to maintain them in idleness and 
extravagance! ‘This is asobertruth. But we be- 
lieve spoken very inadvertently! This day is not 
the preserver of the labouring class of the commu- 
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men.” They look to Him who “ giveth rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, and filleth them with 
food and gladness.” 

Again. They say of this day, they “ consider 
it as the great means of Aoliness and salvation.” The 
Scripture declares, “ there is no other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby ye can be 
saved, but the name of the Lord Jesus.” Of Christ, 
that “ through death, he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil, and de- 
liver them, who through fear of death, were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage.” Is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, or the first day of the week, “ the 
great means of holiness and salvation 2?” We are 


| free to acknowledge, that, in the way it is now 


managed, “ it is a great means’ of pride, luxurys 
and extravagance!!! 

Again. They declare of this first day of the 
week, “ they consider it as the salt of the earth, 
and the light of the world.” Christ told his disei- 
ples, that they were the “ sait of the earth.” Were 
they the first day of the week? John i. declares, 
of the Word, or God, “ All things were made by 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life wasthe light 
of men.” And tbat he was “the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 
Is God, or the Word, the first day of the week? 

Again. They say, on this first day of the week, 
“the ascended Redeemer has commanded his 
blessing, even life forevermore.” The Scriptures 
say, “ upon the mountains of Zion, for there the 
Lorp commanded his blessing, even life for ever- 
more.” Psalm cxxxiii. 

In their fourth paragraph, they say, “ To the 
unreserved sanctification of this day, we feel bound 
by most sacred obligations” —(two, three, and four 
thousand dollars a year!!!) “ The Great God has 
said, remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” 
We regret exceedingly that these Rev. Gentlemen 
did not quote the connexion, which says, “ But 
the SEVENTH day ts the Sabbath of the Lorn thy 
God, in if thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle,” &e. How dare 
these men, in this pretended sanctified manner, 
trifle with the Scriptures ? Where is their sincerity ? 
They twist the Scriptures to sanctify a day, which 
God never set apart, or declared to be more holy 
than any other day of the week. They work their 
caltle, by riding them, and make their servants 
work, on what they call the Sabbath! Is this serv- 
ing God? And in the very teeth of these facts, 
they add, “ No considerations of pleasure or in- 
terest, may be set in opposition to this plain and 
peremptory precept, ‘‘ Heavenand earth shall pass 
away, but my word,” saith Jehovah, “ shall never 
pass away.” 

To these men, we say, Christ is our peace. “ We 
who have believed, do enter into rest.” We have 
ceased from our labours, and we trust alone to the 





nity, God is, in their opinion, the “ Preserver of 


perfect work of our Redeemer. He declared, 
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“ The law and the prophets were until John, since 
that time the kingdom of God is preached.” Luke 
xvi. “ Let no man, therefore, judge you in meat, 
or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, &c. or of 
the Sabbath: which are a shadow of things to 
come ; but the body is of Christ.” Col. ii. “ But 
now, afier that ye have known God, or rather are 
known of God, how turn ye again to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again 
to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, 
and years, I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed 
upon you labour in vain.” Gal. iv. 9—11. “ Christ 
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you 
are justified by the law ; ye are fallen from grace.” 
v. 4. “ For Moses of old times hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the syna- 
gogues every Sabbath day. Forasmuch as we 
have heard, that certain which went out from us 
have troubled you with words, subverting your 
souls, saying, ye must be circumeised and keep the 
Ime; to. whom we gave no commandment. It 
seemed good unto us, being assembled with one 
accord, {6 send chosen men unto you, with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul ; men that have hasard- 
ed their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
&e. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and 
to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
things; that ye abstain from meats offered to idols, 
and f-om blood, and from things strangled, and from 
fornication: from which, if ye keep yourselves, ye 
shall do well.” Acts xv. “ Who art thou that judgest 
another man’s servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up; 
for God is able to make him stand. One man es- 
teemeth one day above another ; another esteem- 
eth every day. Let every man he fully persuaded 
in his own mind.” Rom. xiv. (Please to read the 
whole chapter.) “ Now therefore, why tempt ye 
God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we are able to bear ? 
But we believe, that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we shall be saved, even as they.” 
Acts xv. 10, 1). 

Conclusion—“ Now I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions and offences con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned ; and 
avoid them. For they that are such serve not our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by 
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple.” Rom. xvi. 17, 18. 

Note. If any apology is expected for the fore- 
going, take the following. The Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “ Be not ye called Rabbi ; for one is your 
Master, even Christ.” We, therefore, call no man 
master! The clergymen who have recently dis- 
turbed the peace of this city, although they profess 
to be servants, would be masters. God, in his good 
Providence, has seen fit to enlighten the minds of 
an immense majority of the citizens, and they have 
rejected their interference wit the indignation it 
merited! We hove that these clergymen will be 
favoured with the reading of this Number, and that 
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they will no longer refuse counsel, nor despise re. 
proof. We wish to accommodate them with 
migror, by the help of which they May discover 
that they are guserable sinners, and that they stang 
in as ynuch need of heaven’s mercy, as those they 
despise, and doom, in the plenitude of their Wisdom, 
to endless wretchedness. “ He that is withoy tin, 
let him first cast a sfone.” But we recommend jy 
these gentlemen, by all means, to “ cast” somethin, 
else! : 
Our motto will best explain our sentiment;— 
We have no king but God—no home but Heaven 
7 
From the New Monthly Magasine for April, \%9) 
SUNDAY IN LONDON. 

The rational Christian goes to church in an ey. 
hilarating spirit of grateful devotion to God, anj 
| universal charity to mankind; and feeling per. 
suaded that the most acceptable homage to the 
Creator must be the happiness of the creature, de. 
dicates the rest of the day to innocent recreations, 
and the enjoyment of domestic and social inter. 
course. 

The bigot enters his Salem or Ebenezer, hoping 
to propitiate the God of unbounded benignity, by 
| enforcing systems of gloom and horror; by dread. 
|ful denunciations against the rest of mankind, and 
| ascetical self-privations. He holds, with the Caliph 
Omar, that we must make a hell of this world to 
merit heaven in the next. In all probability he is 
a vice-suppresser, and hating to see others enjoy 
that which he denies to himself, wages a petty but 
malignant warfare against human happiness, from 
the poor boy’s kite to the old woman's apple-stall 
If in good circumstances, he orders out his coach- 
man, footman, and horses, to go to chapel, that the 
world may at once know his wealth and his de- 
voutness; yet dines upon cold meat, to let God 
Almighty see that he does not unnecessarily en- 
ploy his servants on the Sabbath. Music on this 
day is an utter abomination ; and, if he had his 
will, he would imprison the running waters for 
making melody with the pebbles ; set the wind in 
the stocks for whistling; and cite the lark, the 
thrush, and the blackbird into the Ecclesiastical 
Court. 

Half filling his showy and substantial carriage, 
the rich citizen rides from his country house to the 
church, fully impressed with the importance of the 
duty he is performing, and not altogether unmind- 
ful of the necessity of acquiring an appetite for 
dinner. He has, moreover, a lurking hope that 
his supplications may not have an unpropitious 
effect on the fate of his missing ship, the Good 
Intent, on which he is short ensured ; to strengthen 
which influence, he deplores to his son the irreli- 
gious omission of the introductory and cencluding 
prayer in the newly printed bills of lading; cen- 
sures the same impropriety in the form of modern 
wills; and informs him that most of the old mer- 
cantile legers had the words “ Lanus Deo” very 
properly printed in their first page. His wile, fat 
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and fine, with @ gorgeous pelisse, and a whole 
fower-gardea in ber bonnet, sits opposite to him, 
snd, as they go to church to abjure all pomps and 
yanities, their rich liveried servant, with fifty bobs 
and tags hanging from his shoulder, clatters up the 
sisle behind them, to perform the essential offices 
of carrying one little prayer-book and shutting the 
door of their pew. Whatever be the rank of those 
who practise this obtrusive and indecorous dis- 
play, it is of the very essence of vulgar upstart 
pride, and constitutes an offence, which the beadle 
of every parish ought to prevent. 

“ The Sunday, or Christian Sabbath, was appro- 
priated to the first day of the week, in eternal re- 
nembrance of Christ; but was not strictly solem- 
nized as & period of cessation from all business 
yotil about the year 321, when Constantine order- 
ed its more rigorous observance, and interdicted 
a prosecutions, pleadings, and judicial processes, 
public or private. Of all the blessings ever be- 
sowed on the world, it may be questioned whether 
any have been attended with more beneficial con- 
sequences to morals, health, and happiness, than 
the institution of a seventh day of rest, without 
which the lot of mortality to the mass of mankind, 
would be hardly endurable. What contemplation 
so kindly, social, and endearing, as to behold the 
great human family linked by religion in one do- 
mestic brotherhood, and reduced to one common 
level, assembling weekly under the same roof to 
pour forth their gratitude to God, their universal 
Benefactor, and Father. And yet how various have 
been the temper and spirit with which the Sabbath 
has been solemnized in different ages, fluctuating 
from the sternest self-mortification, and the most 
inexorable rigour, to the opposite extreme of ir- 
reverence and licentious hilarity.” 

“ A statute, the 29th of Charles II. enacts ‘ that 
no person shall work on the Lord’s day, or use any 
boat or barges,’ and by the non-repeal of this absurd 
law, the population of London, on the only day 
when its labouring classes have leisure for recrea- 
tion, they are denied the healthy enjoyment of 
their noble river, unless they choose to subject 
themselves to a fine of five shillings.” 

Our own times have had their full share of this 
pendulating between two extremes. What would 
alively Parisian say, were he to be told that, eve 
in these times, the lawfulness of shaving oa Sun- 
day, had been seriously discussed, by one of our 
most numerous sects? ‘The question was thus 
gravely submitted to the Methodist conference of 
1807; “ As it has been suggested that our rule re- 
specting the exclusion of barbers, who shave or 
dress their customers on the Lord's day, is not suf- 
ficiently explicit and positive, what is the decision 
of the conference on this important point.” And 
thus reply that august body, to the weighty inter- 
rogatory: “ Let it be fully understood, that nv 
such person is to be suffered to remain in any oi 
our societies. We charge all our superintendants 

to execute this rule in every place without par- 


127 


tiality and without delay.” Poor human nature! 
how often in thy failure to enforce these and other 
unattainable austerities, dost thou verify the lines 
of Dryden: 

“ Reaching above our nature does no good. 

We must fall back to our old flesh and blood.” 

Is there no rest for thee between Scylla and 
Charybdis? must thou be for ever bandied to and 
fro by the conflicting battledores of fanaticism and 
indifference ?” 

a 
SUNDAY. 

Considering that we have proved, incontrover- 
tibly, that the Mosaic dispensation ended, with all 
its rites and ceremonies, at the coming of the 
Messiah, and that all its types and shadows had 
their fulfilment in Aim, we shall not now tax the 
reader's patience by a repetition of the testimony. 
We consider the Gospel dispensation to be the 
Sabbath of rest, which was typified by the legal 
Sabbath during the administration of Moses and 
his successors in office. And we now reiterate 
the declaration of the apostle Paul, “Therefore 
let no man judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of an holy day, &c. or of the Sabbath ; 
which are a shadow of things to come ;” (this de- 
claration was made, previous to the termination of 
the Jewish Church worship, by the destruction of 
the temple and city of Jerusalem, which closed 
that dispensation.) “ but the body is of Christ.” 

We consider it a flagrant falsehood, and a gross 
deception, for any one to pretend that the first day 
of the week is the Sabbath ; for the scripture de- 
clares, positively, that the seventa day is the 
Sabbath of the Lorp thy God.” A man might 
with as much fruth declare, that the city of Ephe- 
sus was the city of Jerusalem, and the temple of 
Diana, the temple of the living God! In fine, it 
is not possible to tell a greater falsehood. 

It is known to many, (more, by the way, than 
have honest courage to confess it,) that the disci- 
ples and apostles of our Lord never acknow- 
ledged any day for the Sabbath but the seventh day! 
On that day, they entered the synagogues, and 
spoke unto the people, until the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. With them every day was as a Sabbath, 
a rest and rejoicing. In all their preaching, we 
hear nothing of Sabbath-breakers—no sending 
people to a hell of fire and brimstone for not going 
to meeting once a week, and paying ministers en- 
ormous salaries for “damning them!!! Of that 
Sabbath, Christ declared, ‘“‘ The Sabbath was made 
for man; and not man for the Sabbath,” Mark ii. 
27. We declare, and we appeal to facts too, for 
the truth of our declaration, that the first day of 
the week is made holy by man and not by God; 
and that it is prostituted fo show and parade, and 
MONEY MAKING, even by those who, on pretence 
ot worshiping God, “ serve their wwn beily!” We 
know well, that the truth of God is not more 
agreeable to the palates of mauy modern preten- 





ders to Christianity, than poison! But, whether 
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agreeable, or disagreeable, they shall have it! If 
we are blamed, it shall never be for that abomina- 
ble hypocrisy, which will flatter and murder truth, 
forthe sake of money and applause! If there is 
no other alternative, may poverty, and the curses 
of every unbeliever in creation, hunt us to the very 
verge of our existence, rather than speak aught that 
should not be spoken, or withhold one word of 
the truth of God which can alleviate the condi- 
tion of poor, blind, erring man! God is our de- 
fence—we look to Him who feedeth the ravens, 
and we know that we shall not look in vain. 

Should an objector say, You neither fear God, 
nor regard man—you have no Sabbath? We an- 
swer:—In the stead of serving ourselves six days, 
and God one, we believe it to be our @uty to serve 
God alone—we consider every day as a Sabbath! 
Every day is a day of sacred rest to our souls! 
We believe that gratitude, alone, will induce a 
man to serve his Maker—and that, although dark- 
ness (spiritual ignorance) compose the chains 
which confine the devils, that fear is the sling 
which torments their guilty minds. We meet to- 
gether, not to tell the Deity that if He were just, 
we should be damned, like criminals under sen- 
tence of death, and, by inference, that if he saves 
us, he will violale his justice! but like Christ's 
freedmen—having risen with our risen Lord, and 
believing that we have eternal life in him, we 
praise Him who is the head of every man, and go 
on our way rejoicing with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. We make no distinction in davs. 
In concert with our brethren, we meet on the 

Jirst day of the week, as well as at other times ; 
we go to church because it is a PLeasuRE—not 
to dopenance! We go to praise God for, and to 
rejoice in our salvation, and the “ restitution of ali 
things ;" not to save ourselves, nor to propitiate 
Deity. We consider God to be our Father; 
theretore we, as children, confide in him, with 
unshaken confidence, for time and for eternity, 
In fine, we, counselled by the inspired apostle 
and servant of Christ, are determined to “let 
no man judge us in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or 
of the Sabbath; which are (or were) a shadow 
of things to come ; but the body is of Christ.” 

a 
REVELATION XVIII. 

The Reader is referred to this chapter. He is 
requested to consider the angel from heaven, a 
messenger of the true tabernacle, which God hath 
pitched, and not man ; the gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Babylon, as figurative of 
antichristian heresies abroad in the world. All na- 
tions as drinking of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, (which is the doctrine of endless mi- 
sery,) and the kings of the earth committing forni- 
eation with her, the receiving and encouraging 
this doctrine, or spiritual fornication, departing 
from the worship of the true God, and bowing to 
gods whe cgnnot, or will not save. Missionaries 


are now fulfilling this, and all nations are drink: 
this cup of fire and brimstone. * 

The “ merchants of the earth,” who “ are waned 
rich through the abundance of her delicacies» 
please to consider as antichristian CLERGY upy 
“ The voice from heaven” declares, “saying, Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 0 
her sins,” (denying the salvation of God fy; ail 
;men,) “and that ye receive not of her Plagues,” 
(doubts of heaven and fears of hell ) The merchan. 
dize is said to be “ of gold, and silver, and precion 
stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and 
silk, and searlet, &c and the souls of men” Tie 
may be considered as the return profits; wi) 
the exception of the souls of meo, which, with fire 
and brimstone, are the stock in trade! 

The language in this chapter is highly figurative 
The antichristian church is prefigured by a gres: 
city. The destruction of a great city is, thereiore, 
figurative of the destruction of this church. Ayq 
although antichristian clergymen may be mo« 
properly considered as the merchants, who are 
styled the great men of the earth, still there are 
great many small dealers, whose business in ¢\j; 
line, without much exaggeration, would entii\: 
them to the appellation. It is declared, “ By tly 
sorceries are all nations deceived. And in he, 
(the city) was found the blood of prophets, and o{ 
saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.” 
There is only truth and error. The antichristiag 
church now, is the same that it always was. 1 
Pharisees of Christ's time preached endless misery 
This church, in all ages, has murdered by million: 
and consigned, in unrelenting cruelty, even parenis 
and children to never ending-wretchedness. The 
reader, whose tender conscience leads him to 
doubt and ponder on this matter, is requested to 
ponder on the following. 2 Peter ii. 3. “ And 
through coreiousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandize of you.” <Actsiii.21 “ Whom 
the heaven must receive (retain Christ,) until the 
times of the restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy pro- 
phets since the world began.” Therefore, all who 
do not speak of “ the restitution of all,” s&c. trade 
in Babyion ! 

——— a 


Another offering to Moloch. 
A lady, sent to the New Lunatic Hospital, from 
a distant town, was killed by precipitating herselt 
from the top of the building, a few days since. Sle 
said, “her soul was damned.” 
——__——— 
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